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Jim Garrison 
'Want truth known* 



When he talks about this group and what he con- 
tends they did he drops the names of a wide assort- 
ment of Cubans and sometimes it is difficult to fol- 
low the thread of the conspiracy he says occurred. 

But these are some of the key points: 
o The man he seeks for killing Kennedy “was defi- 
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Cuban Guerrilla 
Team Killed JFK, 

Garrison T kinks 

By JIM SQUIRES, Staff Correspondent 

CtftTtfM IW t* THE NASHVILLE TgNNR$JEAN 

NEW ORLEANS— District Attorney Jim Garrison 
believes President Kennedy was killed by members 
of a Hainan band of Cuban guerrilla fighters who 
/. were trained secretly in nearby St^ -Tam many ; parish 
in the summer of 1963. 

In an exclusive interview granted this reporter 
yesterday Garrison confirmed reports that he is seek- 
ing members of an anti-Castro team of Cubans. 

GARRISON TOLD me he believes the late David 
Ferric— who he charges was a conspirator along with 
Clay Shaw in Kennedy's death— either helped train 
the Cuban group or was connected with the band in , 
some way. 

His theory about the plot to kill Kennedy sounds 
bizarre. Garrison perhaps senses this and is reticent 
in volunteering anything to a reporter who interro- 
gates him. He answers Questions but sometimes al- 
most reluctantly. However, his discussion is calm, 
almost as if what he says is an accepted fact. i- 
Lee Harvey Oswald, says Garrison* was not the.^', 
assassin, 

\ “THAT BOV NEVER fired a shot,” Garrison told 
me. "He was nothing but a victim— or a decoy,* ^ : 

The controversial district attorney* who has been 
accused by the National Broadcasting Company of - 
using testimony against Shaw which would not pass.-- 
a lie detector test, has been harassed by the press J- 
since the NBC program Monday night. 

- Newsmen from several cities and even from Latin ’ 

American countries were waiting outside to see him 
when my own interview was arranged yesterday. 

GARRISON AGREED to give me 15 minutes. 

- But his is a story that can't be told in 15 minutes. 

We wound up talking together for an hour about the 
conspiracy he says took place. He would not discuss 
testimony about Shaw, however* stating tha^ he ■' 
doesn't think it proper since Shaw is facing triaL. 1 _ 

"I just want the truth to be known,” Garrison (Continued From 
said, ■>- . ^ 

HE CHARGES there is now r a Washington con- 
spiracy which he beijeves involves _ the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency and in some way NBC to keep the 
story of the Cuban plot a secret. 

When I told him there were parts of his theory 
which were difficult for the public to believe* such 
as that the Warren Commission intentionally covered V 
up evidence— it seemed to perturb him, But this led 
him into a deeper discussion of the Cuban guerrilla 
v Plot. He put together the pieces of the complex puz- 
zle that seemed to make sense to him and his staff. 

He said with apparent total conviction that be will 
ultimately convict the killers of Kennedy and there C 
is no doubt in bis mind that this includes Clay Shaw* 

GARRISON’S DETAILED theory revolves pri- V 
marily around the 14-man band of Cuban, freedom 
■ fighters of whom he says killed Kennedy. 
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Jim Squirts 

Gets exclusive interview 
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NEW ORLEANS— J im Squires t reporter for THE 
NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN, who wrote this story 
following an exclusive interview with Di strict Attor * 

. ney Jim Garrison yesterday * will attend a press con- 
ference by Garrison in his office at 11 a.ro* today * 

nitcly among the Cuban trainees at St, Tammany 
Parish,” 

• Feme was associated with them. 

• The CIA knew of their activities and was assisting 
them. 

• The group became disillusioned with President 
Kennedy m the late summer of 1963 after the Ken- 
nedy administration made it clear it would not sup- 
port random raids and isolated assaults on Cuba 
from U.S* shores. 

• The disaffection with President Kennedy came to . 
a head July 31, 1963, when the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation raided the Cuban guerrilla headquarters J 
in St, Tammany Parish* confiscating weapons and ex- 
plosives which were to be used in a planned assault 
on Cuba. 

• The decision to kill Kennedy grew out of the dis- 
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satisfaction that developed in 
this group of Cuban guerrilla 
fighters, 

* Their assassination of 
Kennedy was aided by Shaw* 
Fordo, and others, 

o Oswald was a decoy or a 
dupe in his part o£ the assas- 
sination was only as a minor 
participant, 

* There was “a second rifle" 
found by officers after the as- 
sassination — a rifle paver 
mentioned in the Warren re- 
port; Garrison says he has ; 
viewed a film taken in front 
of the TexSFSook Depository 
building in Dallas immediately 
after the assassination . show - 
ing officers holding this see- 



0 Kennedy was shot by mem- 
bers of the crack assassina- 
tion team while they were 
concealed behind a stone wall 
on a grassy knoll near Dealy 
Square — overlooking the as- 
salination scene. 

Garrison showed me a copy 
of a widely publicized picture 
of the assassination scene* 

"LOOK HEBE*” he said, 
pointing to an original pho- 
tograph. "‘There is a figure 
behind that wall holding an 
automatic rifa." . 
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I looked where he pointed. I 
could not distinguish the \ 
figure in the original photo- 
g r a p H. But then Garrison 
pointed to the inset which 
he said was a blow up" seg- 
ment of the overall scene. 
This inset dearly shows a 
man holding a rifle. 

Garrison told me he recently 
visited New York and v iggal 
a film th r. .'t- taken outside the^ 
b o o k depository building 
which shows officers Boldine 
the second" 'rifle. “ 

"NOW WHAT happened to 
that second rifle?” Garrison 
said lo me. “It took them 
15 minutes to find Oswald's 
gun in that building. This gun 
was found immediately 
and it was not Oswald's. It 
had., no telescopic sights. 

M You cannot find that sec- 
ond weapon anywhere in the 
26 v o I u m e s of the Warren 
Commission report. Is it hid* 
den u n d e r a bed? Was it 
buried under a building? was 
it dropped in a vat of acid? 

“Garrison shrugged- "All I 
know is that it has disap- 
peared. 

When be talks about the 
Cubans he says participated in 
Lhe pJoC his story becomes 
complicated. 



alive, he’s die most important 

mail in the ease.'' 

The district attorney told 
me he is convinced that 
Marina Oswald didn't tell 
the Warren Commission ev- 
erything she knew about her 
husband's New Orleans con- 
nections because she feared 
she'd be sent back to the 
Soviet Union. 

And he claims that Mrs. 
Oswald’s friend. Mrs. Ruth 
Payne* with whom she lived 
and who once drove Mrs. 
Oswald from Balias to New 
Orleans, has ties with the 
CIA. 

WHEN I asked about Mrs. 
Payne who appeared on the 
NBC program to dispute some 
of Garrison’s contentions, the 
district attorney said. “She 
had connections with the 
White Russians and certainly 
with the Central Intelligence 
Agency.” 

Garrison says he thinks 
Mrs. Oswald know s about her 
husband's connections, with | 
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I HAVE heard Erfctn another 
source here that Garrison is 
.seeking t he Cuba ns who used 
igfe.name William 
I asked Garrison about it* he 
was obviously surprised. 

“You're not going to write 
that* I hope*" he said to me. 

I told him that the name 
was being used among report- 
ets here covering the story 
and that if they knew what 
Garrison was doing obviously 
the man used the name Wil- 
liam More knew It too. auojts uaiias nig at 

Without hesitation t h e a J ©I t* &. But* says Garrison, 

Garrison confirmed that he is ^ Cummings cannot pass a lie 
inntt-iTii* f n m *u:. ™ . detector test* 

Garrison says he believes 
Cummings but will not use 
him as a witness unless other 



that she also was awai^e of 
tte guerrilla Blot tp _ fall- (fra 
Preaidnnt . 

"She is a victim because 
she Is afraid to tell all she 
knows," he said, 

"I think she would be of 
great value to our investiga- 
tion if we could get some In- 
formation from her,” 

GARRISON knows his ease 
is built on testimony from 
persons with questionable 
backgrounds and reputations. 
He believes, for example, that 
a Balias cab. driver named 
> Hayraond So ttffljma once 
■■ drove Oswald and Ferris to 
Jack Ruby's Dallas night 



looking for this man. Re in- 
sists that he has seen a CIA 
En o to p ra p h 0 f OslfaTr^T 

lends More tried to purch ase ._ 

ifel for we in the disastrous 
^iJL-P i.Figs invasion . 

THE Warren Commission 
says Oswald was in New Or- 
]eaE3 as a sort of self-ap- 

jMinted representative of the 
"Fair Play for Cuba Commit- 
tee —an organisation friendly 
to Castro. Garrison, however, 
bdleves that Oswald was 
working as a double agent and 
that he in fact may have been 
a man who submitted a bid 
for the lo trucks lit the name 
an anti-Castro group 

'oba ^ 8 ^ ° r a 

When I asked Garrison how 
mjrarUnt the man named 
William More is in his in- 
ratigaUm he replied* “If he's 



evidence can be obtained, 

1 k “I'm not relying 'on ques- 
tionable testimony unless It 
is corroborated by other 
unquestionable testimony or 
some other evidence." he 
said. 

NBC CHARGED that one 
key witness in the Garrison 
case. Perry Russo, had given 
questionable testimony which , 
could not pass a lie detector 
test On the NBC show, 
Walter Sheridan* investiga- 
tive news reporter for the net. 
work, said Russo told him he 
planned to testify against 
Shaw — but that if Shaw was 
convicted he (Russo) might 
change his testimony and help 
Shaw, 

Other key figures in the 
investigation also 
told NBC that Garrison and 
pS M U£ed question- 
able techniques, promises and 
threats In getting evident. 



Russo has denied he told 
NBC that he would change 
his testimony, 

Garrison told me yesterday 

he tea- “many tarn*!” 

)i&kr Sheridan im.f»rrii>w in£_ 
hr$ witaesjifts . 

THE CUBANS who played 
so much a part in Garrison's 
case are names which roll 
off his tongue with familiarity. 

Garrison said he was told 
by £grios Quiroga. one of the 
witnesses subpoenaed in the 
case* that the guerrilla group 
was trained by a "famous” 
member of the Cuban under- 
ground identified only as 
?Fenet]i]fl. ir 

Quiroga, an aide to Sergio 
Aracba Smith, who Garrison 
says was a well-known Cuban 
exile leader who left New 
Orleans in 1963, said another 
Cuban, Ricardo Davjj r acted 
as liaison man between the 
guerrilla group and unidenti- 
fied Americans who were 
financing the training. Davis, 
another Garrison witness, and 
Quiroga worked together in 
the now defunct Cuban Dem o- 
jEratic RevnliiMnWar y > rorif 

y k 1 © h was established hy 
Aracha Smith, Garrison told 
me. 

SMITH* WHO 

Garrison's 
staff believes was "Feme’s 
imk with the Cuban” now 
lives in Dallas. Garrison sent 
Investigators to Texas, but 
SmlUi refused to return and 
testify before a grand jury. 

It is a strange story 
Garrison tells. It is a story 
which indeed relies on state* 
meets and testimony of un- 
reliable nature* much of it 
given by persons of question- 
able reputation. 

Rumors about the investi- 
gation float through this com- 
munity almost hourly. Among 
reporters who cover the 
courthouse. Garrison has 
records as a powerful 
prosecutor and a good news 
source. Many of the newsmen 
have come to believe he will 
make his case stick. Others 
have serious reservations 
about his claims and a few in- 
cluding those associated with 
the NBC local station think 
he is a fraud. 

The New Orleans Crime 
vo^ mi f* ion said after the 
ABC show Garrison's proce- 
dures and ethics would be 
investigated. Meanwhile, the 
entire nation which because 
of Garrison had rekindled 
memories of Nov, 22, 1963 
looked to New Orleans^-some 
with skepticism and some 
with hope. 



